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1. Purpose
At [Setting Name], we recognise that technology and the internet are an integral part of children’s learning and development. We are committed to ensuring that children, staff and families use digital technology safely, responsibly and in accordance with safeguarding requirements.
This policy supports our safeguarding duties under:
· Keeping Children Safe in Education
· Working Together to Safeguard Children
· Early Years Foundation Stage
· Data Protection Act 2018
· UK General Data Protection Regulation

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All staff, volunteers and students
· Children attending the setting
· Parents/carers when using setting digital platforms
· All internet-enabled devices used on the premises

3. Aims
We aim to:
· Provide a safe digital learning environment
· Protect children from inappropriate content, contact and conduct
· Educate children in age-appropriate safe technology use
· Ensure staff use technology professionally and securely
· Comply with safeguarding and data protection legislation

4. Use of Internet in the Setting
The internet may be used to:
· Support learning activities
· Access child-friendly educational resources
· Communicate with parents (via approved platforms)
· Access professional training and safeguarding updates
Children will only access the internet:
· Under direct supervision
· Through filtered and secure connections
· Using age-appropriate content

5. Online Safety Measures
The setting will:
· Use secure Wi-Fi with password protection
· Ensure filtering and monitoring systems are active
· Keep devices updated with antivirus software
· Restrict access to inappropriate websites
· Regularly review online safety procedures
Any concerns regarding online safety will be reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

6. Staff Responsibilities
Staff must:
· Use setting devices for professional purposes only
· Never access inappropriate material on setting devices
· Never use personal devices to photograph children
· Maintain professional boundaries on social media
· Not share confidential information online
· Report any online safety concern immediately
Staff social media use must not:
· Identify children attending the setting
· Share confidential information
· Bring the setting into disrepute

7. Mobile Phones & Personal Devices
· Personal mobile phones must not be used in areas where children are present
· Phones must be stored securely during working hours
· Only setting-approved devices may be used for photographs
· Visitors must not use mobile devices in childcare areas

8. Use of Photographs & Digital Images
· Written parental consent will be obtained before photographs are taken
· Images will be stored securely
· Images will not be shared on personal social media
· Online learning journals will be password protected

9. Supporting Children’s Understanding
Although children in early years are very young, staff will:
· Introduce basic online safety concepts
· Encourage children to tell an adult if something worries them
· Promote safe use of technology in simple, age-appropriate language

10. Remote Learning (if applicable)
Where remote communication is necessary:
· Only approved platforms will be used
· Parents must supervise children during sessions
· Sessions will not be recorded unless consent is given

11. Reporting Concerns
Any concerns about:
· Inappropriate online content
· Cyberbullying
· Safeguarding issues involving technology
Must be reported immediately to the DSL and recorded in line with the Safeguarding Policy.
Serious concerns may be referred to:
· The Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO)
· Police
· Children’s Social Care

12. Monitoring & Review
This policy will be:
· Reviewed annually
· Updated in line with legislative changes
· Shared with staff during induction and safeguarding training

13. Linked Policies
· Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy
· Data Protection & Confidentiality Policy
· Mobile Phone Policy
· Social Media Policy
· Acceptable Use Agreement

